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The Bible 


The Final Court of Appeal 


We are sons of the Reformation, and as such look 
upon the Bible as the final court of appeal, and regard 
every individual as responsible for the attitude which 
he assumes towards Scripture. As Calvanists we honor 
the Bible as the infallible Word of our God and King, 
as the blessed revelation of redemption in Christ Jesus, 
but also as a light upon man’s pathway in every domain 
of life: in science and art, in commerce and industry, in 
business and politics. We sing with enthusiasm: “How 
firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your 
faith in His excellent Word!” 

—Prof. L. Berkhof 
Aspects of Liberalism 
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EDITORIAL 


The Truth In 
Love 





It should be the concern of us all that during the 
coming months the inevitable differences of opinion 
and judgment, particularly with reference to the 
policy our own church is to pursue, shall be tem- 
pered by true Christian love. 


That good men should differ on many matters is 
to be expected. Being Christians does not cast be- 
lievers into identical molds. Some of the men the 
writer loves and respects most hold different view- 
points on a number of questions. Paul differed 
sharply with Barnabas over the suitability of John 
Mark as a companion in service and the two separ- 
ated over the matter. Later Paul either relented 
or Mark himself developed in steadfastness for Paul 
said he was profitable to him for the ministry. 
Paul also withstood Peter to his face in Antioch 
because of a controversy over companionship with 
certain Gentiles; yet years later Peter refers to him 
as “our beloved brother Paul.” 


This appeal is that at all times we who are en- 
gaged in debate and differences of opinion shall 
enter into our discussions speaking the truth in love. 
There are those who feel strongly that any move 
toward organic union (ecumenicity) is Christian 
and right. There are those who feel just as strongly 
that such moves have nothing whatsoever to do with 
the strengthening of the work of God’s kingdom. 
These feel that the great need today is not greater 
organizations but clearer affirmations of Christian 
truth. 


In any case, as we face these differences—and 
they are sharp—let us face them in prayer, in Chris- 


tian love and forbearance. In this way we will 


honor Him, Whose we are and Whom we serve. 


—L.N.B. 





Through The 
Back Door!! 


At the recent meeting of the General Assembly 
in Charleston, West Virginia, when the Committee 
on Cooperation and Union brought in its recom- 
mendations that during the coming year the depart- 
ments of Evangelism and Stewardship unite with 
similar departments in the United and U. S. A. 
Presbyterian churches, it was taken for granted 
that before making this recommendation our own 
agencies had been consulted. 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards took the floor and 
stated that he wished it expressly known that this 
recommendation did not originate with our own 
agencies, 


However, it is only now that it is known that 
our agencies were not consulted on this matter. It 
is hard to believe that an action so vitally affecting 
our own work would not first have been cleared 
with the men in our church to whom this work is 
entrusted, 


To be perfectly frank—the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union went far beyond the bounds 
of their assignment or authority in making such a 
recommendation and the General Assembly acted 
foolishly in not first ascertaining the facts in the 
case, 


This recommendation, along with the proposed 
exchange of 500 ministers of the several churches, 
will make the eventual union—if it takes place— 
have some of the aspects of a decidedly belated 
marriage. 


Politics Are Not 
Above Morals 


One of the deeply disturbing things about the 
present political campaigns is the apparent assump- 
tion of individuals and parties that they are above 
the moral restraints imposed on society as a whole, 
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There is open use of government funds—derived 
from the taxpayers of course—to elicit the friend- 
ship and secure the control of great blocks of voters 
for those in power. Stanley High, in the July issue 
of the Readers Digest, tells how this was done four 
years ago and how it is being done today. 


Deceit, lying, double-crossing and the whole 
gamut of shady transactions are seemingly accepted 
as a part of a presidential campaign. 


It is to be hoped that Christian citizens will 
recognize their primary responsibility and allegience 
to honesty and decency, regardless of party lines or 
favors hoped to be derived from one group or an- 
other. 


Having embarked on a policy of subsidies and 
financial aids to multiplied groups the government 
now tries to cash in on this policy to perpetuate 
itself in office. 

However, we are not writing for or against a 
particular party but rather for Christians to as- 
sert themselves, that even in the realm of politics 
those who share in its leadership shall realize that 
they too must be governed by moral concepts. 


To do otherwise will spell national disaster. 


—L.N.B. 





The Hole In 
The Dyke 


If maximum spiritual power is in part con- 
ditioned on faith in the plenary inspiration of the 
Scriptures it is certainly expedient that this vital 
connection be referred to again and again. 


The statement of belief in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, 
the only infallible rule of faith and practice, is ade- 
quate and satisfactory unless it is neutralized by 
the qualifying statement that all of the Bible is not 
inspired, that it merely CONTAINS God’s word. 


THAT is the hole in the dyke! 


Leave to man the selection of those parts of the 
Scriptures which he is to believe, with the corres- 
ponding right to reject that which in his judgment 
is historically inaccurate, scientifically improbable 
or impossible, ethically unjustified or socially obso- 
lete, and the hole in the dyke can become the breach 
which can destroy the entire framework of Chris- 
tian truth. 


This editorial has no reference to saving faith. 
There are thousands, even millions, of believers who 


have that element of faith in Jesus Christ as the 
Son of God and as their own personal saviour. 
These may be mere babes in Christ but they are 
Christians and they are saved for eternity. 


We are writing with reference to those in the 
Church who stand in positions of leadership, as 
ministers, as teachers and as articulate laymen. 
These Christians stand in a position set apart, where 
their own belief, or unbelief, is passed on to others 
to receive as their own. 


At this time we are pleading for HONESTY IN 
THE USE OF worps. The world in which we live is 
full of double talk. The ethics of the unregenerate 
heart are a far cry from those which should be found 
among Christians. 


We Presbyterians are justly proud of our heri- 
tage; of the fact that our church has stood for cer- 
tain truths from the beginning; that we have a 
Confession of Faith which sets forth the great doc- 
trines of evangelical Christianity and backs them 
up, not by human reasoning but by copious quota- 
tions from the Bible itself. 


Warfield, in his, THe INSPIRATION AND Av- 
rHORITY OF THE Brsve, shows in the chapter en- 
titled, ““The Biblical Idea of Inspiration,” that the 
Bible itself claims complete authority and inspira- 
tion, our Lord and the New Testament writers 
confirming this assumption again and again. 


Our Confession of Faith is very clear on this 
matter: 


I. “ ... therefore the Lord, at sundry times, 
and in divers manners, to reveal himself, and 
to declare his will unto his church, and after- 
wards for the better preserving and propa- 
gating of the truth, and for the more sure 
establishment and comfort of the church 
against the corruption of the flesh, and the 
malice of Satan and the world, to commit the 
same wholly unto writing; which maketh the 
Holy Scripture to be most necessary ... 


Il. “Under the name of Holy Scripture, or 
the word of God written, are now contained all 
the books of the Old and New Testaments. 
(Then follows the books of the Bible). All 
which are given by inspiration of God, to be 
the rule of faith and life.” 


IV. “The authority of the Holy Scripture, 
for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, 
dependeth not upon the testimony of any man 
or church, but wholly upon God (who is truth 
itself), the author thereof; and therefore it is 
to be received, because it is the word of God.” 


V. “ ... and the entire perfection thereof, 
are arguments whereby it doth abundantly 
evidence itself to be the word of God; yet, 
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notwithstanding, our full persuasion and as- 
surance of the infallible truth and divine au- 
thority thereof, is from the inward work of 
the Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and with 
the word in our hearts.’ 


VIII. “The Old Testament in Hebrew ... and 
the New Testament in Greek ... being imme- 
diately inspired by God, and by his singular 
care and providence kept pure in all ages, are 
therefore authentical ... ”’ 


IX. “The infallible rule of interpretation of 
Scripture, is the Scripture itself ... ”’ 


X. “The Supreme Judge, by which all con- 
troversies of religion are to be deter- 
mined ... can be no other but the Holy Spirit 
speaking in the Scripture.” 


Ve make these extensive quotations to show that 
the honest use of words will demand the admission 
that our Confession of Faith, in harmony with the 
Word itself, claims the full or plenary inspiration 
of the Scriptures. 


So what? This may be the cynical reply of some. 
Why all this talk? others may ask. What difference 
does it make? another may inquire. 


It makes the gravest difference. Allow man to 
deny one portion of God’s Word and another can 
claim the same right for another portion, In his 
attempt to explain the Auburn Affirmation Dr. 
Harrison Ray Anderson says, “Is assent to the doc- 
trine of the verbal inerrancy (This is identical with 
the theory of the plenary inspiration. L.N.B.) re- 
quired in the U. S. Church today for ordination? 
Are young men taught to accept this particular 
theory of inspiration in the theological classrooms 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S.? Does the West- 
minster Confession require it? Is not the require- 
ment instead a confession of belief in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments as the word 
of God, the only infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice ?”’ 

Unfortunately, belief in the plenary inspiration 
of the Scripture is NoT being widely taught and that 
is just the trouble, not only in the educational circles 


in our own church but also in Protestantism as a 
whole—with devastating results. 


Too long Christians, those in the pews in par- 
ticular, have been overawed by the assumptions of 
those who claim that the Bible is theirs to dissect 
at will, accepting or rejecting according to the dic- 
tates of their own educational outlook and the 
“findings” of modern scholarship. There is nothing 
more calculated to prick the bubble of such state- 
ments than to ask the simple question: “Just what 
part of the Bible is untrue?” Aside from references 
to certain names and numbers, easily confused in 
transcriptions over the ages, they cannot point to 
any errors in the Bible. But, if this matter is pressed 
further, one often finds that there is frank denial 
of clearly worded and oft repeated statements of 
God’s Word; and such vital truths as the virgin 
birth of our Lord, His miracles, His atoning death, 
His bodily resurrection, His sure return: these and 


4 





many other doctrines and truths are questioned o1 


denied and theological chaos result 


The hole in the dyke is found where the trickle 
of unbelief shows itself; denial of the plenary in- 
spiration and authority of the Book. In our day the 
dyke has been. greviously breached in many quar- 

rs. Those who have shared in this process would 


11 
it 


10 well to objectively view the reults of their work. 
Lives have been shipwrecked, faith has been de- 
stroved, spiritual power has been dissipated. 
Brothers in Christ, study closely the lives of in- 
lividuals and the direction of organizations com- 
mitted to a low view of God’s Word. It is not a 
question of moral living, although that is at times 
involved. Nor is it a question oi 


personal salvation, 
although that too is often at stake. It is primarily 
a question of spiritual power; of power against the 
wiles of Satan and the world in which he is so ac- 
tive. ‘he ONE THING he fears above all else is the 
Sword of the Spirit—the Word of God. You can- 
not successfully wage the spiritual war that Christ 
expects of you until you take His Word at its face 
value and—discarding your own misconceptions and 
preconceptions—use it boldly and with absolute 
confidence. 


You dare not participate in breaching the dyke!!! 


—L.N.B. 


Main Gods 


The following appeared in The Skywanian, the 
weekly bulletin of the Kiwanis Club of Asheville, 
N. C., for June 27th. It is being reprinted here 
because it is, unfortunately, only too true. 


Only God Can Satisfy Deepest 
Hungers Of Men 


Wren Gop Gave Us tHe TEN COMMAND- 
MENTS, He did not command us to have a god. 
He took care of that in our creation. Man is 
so made that he must have some god. Whether 
he wants to or not, every person worships some- 
thing. The danger lies in the fact that man 
can, and often does, worship the wrong gods. 


So God commanded us: “Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me.” (Exodus 20:3). The 
complete and full revelation of God is in 
Christ. Next to the revelation of Christ, the 
most satisfying revelation of God is expressed 
in the Twenty-third Psalm. 


Two Matn Gops. However, the two main 
gods today are science and the state. Many 
people have come to expect from those two 
gods the answer to all their problems, and the 
supply of all their needs. Some few days ago 
| ran upon two parodies on the Twenty-third 
Psalm, which illustrates the worship of these 
two gods. They ran, in part, like this: 
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“Science is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
It allowed me to lie down on a sleeping beauty 
mattress; it leadeth me beside the overflowing 
waters and services of the utility company; it 
restoreth my vigor and vitamins; it leadeth me 
in the paths of expedient righteousness for its 
own sake. Yea, tho’ I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death. I will fear no evil, 
for penicilin, sulfa and operations are with me. 
Psychology and psychoanalysis, they comfort 
me; thou prepareth a table before me from the 
frozen food locker in the presence of unexpect 


thou coverest my head with solar 


ed guests; 
housing; my cup of leisure time runneth over 
because of technology and faster transporta 
tion; surely the good life and mercy killing 
shall follow me all the days of my life and | 
will dwell in a sleep of peace in a waterproot 
burial vault for ever and ever.” 


And others are saying: 


‘The State is my shepherd, | shall not work; 
it makes me lie down on good jobs; it leadeth 
me by the side of the still factories; it deadens 
my soul. Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of slothfulness and economic disaster, | will 
fear no evil, for the State will be with me; its 
dole and paternalism, they comfort me; it pre- 
pares a Utopia for me appropriating the earn- 
ings of the frugal; it filleth my head with 
fool expectations, while my mounting ineffh- 
ciency runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life, as | 


shall live on the bounty of the State forever.” 


However, more than at any time in our 
generation, people are realizing that David had 
it right long, long ago when he wrote the 
original ‘Twenty-third Psalm and no changes 
in this masterpiece will ever take its place. 


—Will Rodgers. 


rm . 
The Destruction Of 
r . 
lhe Canaanites 

Infidels and skeptics and some higher critics, in 
their effort to discredit the Bible, especially the Old 
Testament Scriptures, have made much of the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and of Joshua 





destroying or exterminating the seven Canaanitish 
nations at the command of God Himself. 


They seem especially horrified at the destruction 
of the infant children who were destroyed with 
their parents. They are bold to say that God would 
not give such a command and therefore the record 
that says he did must not be true. They deny that 
a just God could or would punish infants with their 
parents when they had done no actual sin or had 
any chance to repent. 


We Calvinists have an answer to that. We be 
lieve in the original sin. We believe that those in- 
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fants were sinners, but we also believe in the salva- 
tion of infants. We believe that Christ died for their 
salvation as well as for those who are old enough 
to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
may well believe that all those infants were “elect 
infants, who dying in infancy were regenerated and 
saved by Christ through the Spirit who worketh 
when, and where, and how he pleaseth.”” We may 
well believe that these infants, in God’s mercy, 
‘were taken away from the evil to come” before 
they were dragged down into the sea of vice and 
nfamy into which their parents had fallen, and for 
all these centuries they have been jewels in the Mas- 
ter’s crown and trophies of divine love and mercy in 
heaven. Who knows enough to say that such is not 


the case? 


As to the destruction of the wicked adults there 
are a few facts to remember. 


The Bible was not written to please those who 
would deny to the Almighty the right to rule in 
his own creation—‘“The Lord hath prepared his 
throne in the heavens and his kingdom ruleth over 
all.” 

‘The Bible was not written to please those who 
deny to God the right to punish sin, as sin deserves 
to be punished, whether the sinner likes it or not. 

No honest judge nor jury is willing to render a 
verdict on an important case until they have all 
the available evidence before them that bears on the 
case. No finite creature can pass judgment on the 
decrees of the Almighty because he does not have, 
and can not have all the evidence before him. 


What was the charge against the men of Sodom? 
‘But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners 
before the Lord exceedingly.” 


God told Abraham that the land then occupied 
by the seven Canaanitish nations should be the land 
for God’s chosen people, the descendants of Abra- 
ham, that his descendants would sojourn in a strange 
nd but in the fourth generation they should come 
wk and take this land, “For the cup of the Amor- 
ite was not yet full.” The Amorite was one of the 
seven nations and represented them all. We do not 
know how long the cup of their iniquity had been 
filling up till the time God was talking with Abra- 
ham, but a long suffering God bore patiently for 
another four hundred years until the cup of their 
iniquity was full, until “the time when patience 
ceased to be a virtue.”’ What earthly monarch, or 
any kind of government, would tolerate, or could 
tolerate, for more than four hundred years people 
who defied the authority of the law and despised 
their rulers? 


In a world ruled by a righteous God sooner or 
later, vice must meet its penalty and virtue receive 
its reward, 


Who but God could know the depth of their sin 
and infamy and say what their sin deserved? Who 
but God who sees the end from the beginning could 


measure the evil influence of these nations on the 
surrounding nations and especially on the chosen 
people of God to whom he had given their land? 
Only individuals receive their punishment in the 
next world. Cities and nations have no existence 
then and so must be punished in this life. 


The Bible was not written to please sinful man 
or to satisfy his curiosity, but to reveal the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the only Saviour of lost and ruined 
men to point them to hi 
and the life.” 


1im as ‘the way, the truth, 


It was also written to those ‘““who believe on Him 
that they may know they have eternal life.” 


The infidels and skeptics have another alterna- 
tive: Instead of sinful man finding fault with the 
Bible, let the Bible reveal sinful man in all his 
sinfulness and point him to One who can save him 
from all his sin, and give unto him eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. J.E.F. 


Is There No Balm 
In Gilead 


For practically five vears, I h een supplying 
churches in the interim betweer S es. | have 
not n.ssed a singie Sadbatn since Ing ip thi 
work in Septempdel O4; Everyw! e | tind this 


probiem : 


: . : ‘ , : : 
Lovalty to the individual church ana to the causes 


represented by the Assembly 1 institutions of 
learning under the control of the Genet \ssemb] 

Chere are those in almost every ch h who are 
suilty of what the Scotch used to | “occasional 
hearing.” They go to and lead others to other 
churches than their own. Yet, they to have 
part in the government of their own church. Elders, 
deacons and “private members” are lured to other 
churches by some appeal that is 1 ers the 

Another thing is the attendance our young 
people in institutions of learning. | s are made 
into the bounds of our congregations for young men 
and women to attend other institutions than our 
own, 


Sometimes they boldly come into 


congrega- 

tutions than our own Church-owned and Church- 

controlled institutions. Especially is this true in re 
| 


tions and solicit young people to go to other insti 


gard to young people preparing for ‘full 
vice.” So far as the candidates for the ministry are 
concerned there is a law which forbids this. ( Para- 
graph 109, Book of Church Order 
often disregarded. 


This law 1 


Then there is the support of outside missions and 
other organizations for the spread of the Gospel. 
We have our own organized boards to take care of 
this function of the Church. Appeals 
independent missionary organization 


made for 


enevolent 


6 


puvposes and such like. Too many of our churches 
ate “crippling” the work of our own boards by 
responding favorably to these appeals, irrespective 


of the hurt that it mav bring to our own work. 


1] 3 


. 1} 
Couia not 


we refer all such appeals to the board 
of our organized work under which the appeals 
might come? 


Could not the different boards decide better than 
the individual congregations what should be allo- 
cated to such causes ? 


Could we not send a// contributions to our own 
boards and let these organizations be advised that 
their appeals should be made to the individual board 
under whose jurisdictional territory the appeal may 


come! 


Under such an arrangement, our Church could 


face the responsibility of the appeal as a whole 
Church. There is an old principle that seems to have 
fallen into “innocuous desuetude” that the “power 
of the whole is in every part, and the power of the 


whole over every part.” 


Let this “power of the whole” which is “over 
every part’ decide what “every part” is to do, and 
let it be done through “the power of the whole.” 


|f one Church has the right to set aside the recom- 
endations of the “higher courts” and act as it sees 
in regard to these appeals which affect so vitally 
the work of our Church as a whole, then our 
ganized system is practically futile. 1 do not 
want to be charged with being a ‘“‘strict construc- 
t,’ but I do think that there should be more 
power exercised where the system of our Church 
government places that power. - W.H.F. 


The Grave Is Sanctified By 
Christ's Rest In The Tomb 
Cremation Is Not Of 
Christian Origin 


lL his Is not writtei 


ive inadvertent icted unwisely in this matter, 


upset loved ones who may 
nor to disturb soldiers who have seen the bodies of 
buddies destroved in the horrors of war. Nor is it 
intended to put limits on the power of God. Cer- 
tainly, the martyrs who were burned for the faith, 
are to be resurrected. But it is written to urge our 
people to conform to the faith and the practice of 
the Christian Church. An analogy to our position 
here may be found in that of baptism. God can save 

believer without baptism as he saved the penitent 
thief; but that does not mean a believer is free to 
neglect or to substitute something else for the sacra 
ment of God. 


The forms, provided for burial in The Book of 
Church Order and in The Book of Common Wor- 
hip, state that the graves of the saints are sanctified 
vy Christ’s rest in the tomb. This thought is a fair 
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summary of the teaching of the New Testament. 
Each of the Gospels tells of the burial of Jesus and 
that constitutes the background of Peter’s words 
in Acts 2:23-32. Some deny that Paul refers to the 
tomb of Christ, but a careful reading of the Greek 
in I Cor. 15:3-4, Romans 6:4 shows that the 
Apostle does have before him the entombment of the 
Saviour. Moreover, his thought is that we are en- 
tombed with Him. Christ is the head of the elect, 
our substitute and representative. What occurred 
to Him is to be, at least in part, parallelled by what 
occurs to us. Christ and His people belong together 
in death, entombment, and resurrection. 


While the Apostles’ Creed never speaks of the 
immortality of the soul it twice mentions the resur- 
rection. And in the earliest commentary on the 
Creed, Rufinus insists that our resurrection will be 
after the manner of Christ’s Whose Resurrection 
opened the gates of life. The Gospels and Acts 
represent Jesus as eating and drinking with the 
disciples after His Resurrection. Luke records His 
command to them to handle Him; Matthew tells 
how the women took hold of His feet; John gives 
Jesus’ word to Mary .20:17) which many of the 
best scholars are now translating “Release Me,” 
“Cease clinging to Me.” First John says that our 
hands handled the Word of Life, apparently refer- 
ring to Christ’s appearances as recorded in the 
Fourth Gospel. In speaking of the Spiritual body 
Paul means not a ghost, but a real body controlled 
by the Spirit—even as “a natural body” is in the 
Greek a psychical or psychologically controlled body. 


In the second century, the Church held to this 
faith in the resurrection of the body against every 
effort of Gnosticism and Platonism to decode the 
faith into a mere survival of the soul. Ignatius 
records how Jesus came to those who were with 
Peter saying, “Lay hold, handle me, and see that 


I am not an incorporeal phantom.” Irenaeus in- 
sisted that God created earth as well as heaven, that 
the Word took a human body as well as a human 
reasonable soul, that Christ suffered in the flesh 
and rose in the body, and that there shall be a new 
earth as well as a new heaven. 


Accordingly, the early Church followed the Jew- 
ish custom of burying the dead and rejected the 
pagan practice of cremation. The Bible gives no 
encouragement to cremation. The bodies of Saul 
and of his sons were outwardly burned to purify 
them from the defilement caused by days of hanging 
vet their bones were not destroyed but buried and 
re-interred later—I Sam. 31:11-13; I Chron. 10: 
11-12; Il Sam. 21:12-14. When the plague became 
so severe as to make burning necessary, the people 
were forbidden to make mention of the Name of 
the Lord, Amos 6:10. 


The Roman persecutors tried to ridicule the 
Christian faith in the resurrection by burning the 
martyrs. In reply, John presents the souls of the 
martyrs living and reigning with Christ for a 
thousand years, Rev. 20:4. The martyrs who gave 
their bodies to be burned, thereby witnessed to their 
faith in Christ. When we die natural deaths, let 
us commend our bodies to loved ones to be placed 
in the grave in the posture of sleep, that they may 
witness to our blessed hope of rising to meet Christ 
Coming in His Glory. The bodies of believers, 
“being still united to Christ” and resting “in their 
graves till the Resurrection” bear testimony to 
Christ, to His Resurrection and to His Return. 


We put no limits on the power of God. He is 
most free, most absolute, all-sufficient. But let us 
follow the faith and the custom He has given us in 
His Word and in the life and practice of the primi- 
tive Christian community. —Wnm.C.R. 
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Gideon---4 Man Of Faith And Humility 


Scripture: Judges 3-5. Devotional Read- 
ing: Psalm 33:12-22. 


Faith and humility belong side by side. The greater our faith in God, the more clearly we see our own 
weakness and nothingness. These “heroes” of faith” in the Old Testament were not “heroes” because they 
were such great men in themselves—they were but ordinary men — but they had a great God, and they 
trusted Him. We can all be heroes if we will follow in their steps and make the God of the universe our 
God. Psalm 47 is a hymn of praise to God as “King of all the earth.” He shall subdue the nations and peo- 


ple of the earth; He shall choose our inheritance 
for us. “Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing 
praises unto our King, sing praises. For God is 
King of all the earth: sing ye praises with under- 
standing. God reigneth over the heathen (nations) : 
God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness.” 


JULY 9, 1952 





The story of Gideon is one of the most fascinat- 
ing in the Bible, and it has some very valuable les- 
sons for us. I would like to review the story, and 
recall some of its lessons. 





I. The Story of Gideon. 


1. The deplorable condition of Israel. Its cause, 
as always, was sin. “And the children of Israel did 
evil in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord deliver- 
ed them into the hand of Midian seven years.” It 
was bitter slavery. The Israelites had to live in 
dens and caves and strongholds; the enemy despoil- 
ed them; and they became greatly impoverished. 


2. They cried unto the Lord. The first thing 
that God did was to send a prophet to rebuke them 
for their sin, their idolatry. 


3. Then He sends an angel to Gideon, the son 
of Joash, the Abiezrite who was threshing wheat 
by the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 
The angel salutes him thus, “The Lord is with 
thee, thou mighty man of valor.’ The salutation 
seems almost ironical, when we consider the cir- 
cumstances. Surely here is no mighty man of valor, 
this young farmer hiding by the winepress in fear 
of having his harvest taken by the invaders! God, 
however, has a way of looking at what we shall be 
when He has made us strong. He sees in Jacob, a 
prince; in Simon, a rock man. Gideon’s reply shows 
that he has been thinking, even while hiding. “If 
the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen 
us, and where be all His miracles?” “But now the 
Lord hath forsaken us and delivered us into the 
hands of the Midianites.” 


+. The command comes to him: ‘‘Go in this thy 
might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of 
the Midianites: have not I sent thee?” His first 
reaction is somewhat similar to that of Moses when 
God called him to save Israel from the Egyptians: 
Wherewithal shall I save Israel: my family is poor, 
and I am the least in my father’s house. As in the 
case of Moses God answered the “I” of Gideon 
by another “I”: Surely J will be with thee, and 
thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. God 
answers our weakness with His power. 

5. “Shew me a sign.”’ Be sure you are right, then 
vo ahead, or rather be sure God is with you, then 
go ahead. His desire for a “‘sign’’—and later, for 
‘signs’ —was not the same kind of desire which 
was expressed by the critics and enemies of Jesus 
when they asked Him for a sign. This young man 
had an awakened and growing faith; they were 
steeped in unbelief. Gideon wished to be sure. 


The “sign” was the acceptance of his offering of 
a kid and unleavened cakes and broth, a “present,” 
as he called it. Fire came out of the rock and con- 
sumed the flesh and unleavened cakes. Then the 
angel disappeared. When Gideon realized the super- 
natural character of his visitors, he was frightened 
and the Lord had to reassure him. 


6. Gideon builds an altar and calls it Jehovah 
Shalom: The Lord send peace. This is the desire 
of all true soldiers; peace after victory, not peace 
through compromise. If war is justified, then vic- 
tory must be our aim. This war was a war against 
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crvel oppressors and only a clear-cut victory would 
s:tisfy. 


7. He destroys the altar of Baal and cuts down 
the grove. This was a necessary beginning: God 
could net bless until there was a decided break 
with idols. There must be no divided allegiance in 
the army of the Lord. As good soldiers of the Lord 
Jezus Christ we should remember this. The men 
of the city when they see what has been done, want 
to kill him, but the father sarcastically asks, Will 
ve plead for Baal? If he is a god, he can plead for 
himself. 


8. The Midianites, with their allies, the Amale- 
kites, and the children of the East, a mighty army, 
come against Israel. The Spirit of the Lord comes 
upon Gideon and he begins to assemble an army. 
He blows a trumpet and sends messengers to the 
neighboring tribes who responded to his call to 
battle. 


9. Once more Gideon asks for reassuring 
“signs.”’ The sign of the fleece was repeated, to make 
sure. God granted his request. He is always ready 
to encourage faith. 


10. Now we come to the strangest part of the 
story. God had been encouraging Gideon’s faith; 
now He tests that faith. The army numbered 32,000 
men. It looked only too small in comparison with 
the host of the enemy. Yet God said to him, the 
army is too big. If they gain the victory, they will 
brag about it and say, We did it. So the command 
was given that all who were afraid were to go 
back home. I wonder what would happen today if 
all who were afraid were allowed to depart. 
Twenty-two thousand of the thirty-two thousand 
went back. 


But God said, the people are yet too many: take 
them unto the water, and divide them into two parts 
according to the way they drink. The number that 
lapped, putting hand to mouth, were 300 men. 
These were not only brave men, but alert men; 
they could watch while they drank. 


11. | suppose that after this drastic reduction 
in his army Gideon needed encouragement. At any 
rate God sends him and his servant down to the 
host of Midian and there they listen while one of 
the soldiers tells his companion a dream about the 
cake of barley, and the interpretation of the dream, 
which revealed the fear that was taking possession 
of the Midianites. 


12. The battle strategy was simple and effective. 
The 300 men with their torches and trumpets and 
the shout of victory, The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon, came upon the host. It broke the stillness 
and the darkness of the night like an avalanche. The 
army, confused, and already frightened (for God 
had put fear into their hearts) began to fight with 
one another in the dark and was soon fleeing. The 
result was a complete victory, as we see from some 
interesting sidelights in chapter 8 
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13. A most natural request was presented to the 
Rule over us, and be our king. 
Gideon was too modest and good a man to do this 
and he refused their request, saying, The Lord 


hero of the war: 


shall rule over you. 


i+. He does something, which, while it may 
not have been wrong in itself, or intended for evil, 
became a snare to Israel. He asked for their ear- 
rings, and the spoils of war, and made an ephod and 
put it in his city, and the thing became a snare unto 
Gideon and his house. This incident spoils the per- 
fection of the story, but God tells of the weakness, 
as well as the strength of its great men. (Compare 
the drunkeness of Noah, and the “half-truths” of 
Abraham). 


rf. Some Le Ssons. 


1. True Humility is a mark of a great man. 
When this is united with true faith we have a 
combination of which heroes are made. Many a 
second rate man has allowed pride in his own sup 
posed ability to mar his career. [ have seen this in 
modern men. 


2. God will give us all the encouragement we 
need. There is a vast and vital difference between 
the desire for certainty and the mere satisfying of 
our wish for the miraculous and spectacular. The 





Jews were continually seeking for “signs,” not in 
order to strengthen their faith, but as an evidence 
of their unbelief. 


3. A big army is not necessarily a_ victorious 
army. Sometimes it would be better if most of our 
“soldiers” were back home. A big church is not our 
need today, but a pure, brave, zealous Church. 
‘Three hundred men like Gideon’s band is far better 
and stronger than thirty-two thousand “mixed mul- 
titude’”” of cowards and half-hearted and careless 
men. We seem to worship “bigness” in our day. Two 
congregations will unite to form one “Big Church” 
instead of organizing many smaller churches. Two 
denominations will seek union retimes at the 
expense of principle, because they want the name 


of having a big denomination. 


+. It is the Lord Who gives the victory. Men 
have their part to perform, and Gideon and his men 
did their part bravely, but it was God Who gave 
them the courage and willingness, and put fear into 
the hearts of the foe. 
5. When we have met and overcome one temp- 
tation, let us watch out for another and more subtle 
one. Gideon refused the kingdom, which was a big 
temptation, but succumbed to the other. If the 
devil cannot defeat us at one point he will try again. 
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The House I Live In 


‘Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man de- 
file the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.” (I Cor. 
3:16-17) How wonderful to know that the house we live in is the house in which God deigns to dwell, for 


He lives within our mortal bodies! Every believing child of God is a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit, “for 
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” It is not simply that Christ is a guest in the 


house, but rather the owner, and we are the guests! 


“What? know ye not that your body is the temple 
of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have 
of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 
vour body, and in your Spirit, which are God’s.” 


lf this be true, then it must logically follow that 
we must behave as guests, or as tenants, who will 
observe the rules of the house. And what are some 
of the rules? 


One: The house must be kept clean. Do you re 
member when Christ entered the temple at Jeru 
salem and found the money changers busily engaged 


at their trade, which trade had no place in the 
temple of the living God? What did He do? He 
made a scourge of cords, and drove them out of the 
temple. He overturned their tables, poured out their 


money, and said, ‘““Take these things hence: mak: 
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not my Father’s house an house of merchandise.” 
In modern terminology, He cleaned house! 


Just so, when He comes to dwell within the house 
that belongs to Him, the house which is your body, 
which is His by right of creation and redemption, 
He will put out that which is evil and bring in 
that which is good. 


Young people today do not primarily need lectures 
on the dangers of alcohol, the unwholesomeness of 
tobacco, the evils of dope, the warnings concerning 
carelessness in sex relations. What they first need is 
Jesus Christ! The evils of these things and many 
others are already known to those who engage in 
them. What is needed is not instruction, but salva- 
tion! For when Christ comes in, evils go out! He will 


cleanse the temple! Young people who really know 


Jesus Christ as personal Saviour, who are conscious 
of His indwelling presence in their hearts, will not 
seek their pleasure in promiscuous petting or road- 
side parking; they will not require alcohol to get a 
“buzz”; they will not think it smart to mimic their 
elders in puffing on a cigarette, nor will they spend 
their leisure hours in reading the unwholesome 
trash (it cannot be called literature) which is the 
product of the modern pen. Christ changes things! 
“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are be- 
come new.” 
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The house in which you live will be clean, if it 
is the house in which Christ dwells, for He will not 
permit evil and uncleanness to remain. 


Two: The house will be put to its proper use. 


The house in which we live is the temple of God, 
and is therefore a place of worship and of service. 
When her majesty, the Queen of England, enters 
the royal palace, every servant bows the knee in 
her presence, and each moves at her royal com- 
mand. How much more should we bow in humble 
submission to the King of kings who dwells within 
our hearts, and how ready indeed we should be to 
do His perfect will. 


When Isaiah saw the Lord, “high and lifted up,” 
he fell prostrate at His feet with a broken and con 
trite heart; and when the word of the Lord came, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 
Isaiah answered, ‘Here am I, send me.”’ 


When Saul of Tarsus beheld the glory of the 
Lord on the road to Damascus, his eyes were blind- 
ed by the radiant Presence, but his heart was made 
to see, and he cried, “Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?” 


When we, with the eye of faith, behold the Lord 
of Glory, receiving Him as Saviour and owning 
Him as Lord, He will dwell with us in this house 
of clay, transforming it into the Temple of the 
living God, hallowing it by His presence, cleans- 
ing it with His blood, using it for His glory. 


“Be ye holy; for I am holy Forasmuch as 
ve know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, . . . but with the precious 


blood of Christ.” 


The house we live in should be a house in which 
Christ is the honored head, and we the willing and 
obedient servants. Such a house will be clean, and 
will be used for the glory of God. 





ACCORDIONS 


FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES 
Available to Students, Teachers, Christian 
Workers and Missionaries at 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 
Write Today for FREE Literature 
Accordion Manufacturers & Wholesalers Outlet 
Dept.SP, 2003 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. 
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Dr. Pritchett Accepts Call 
To Anderson (S. C.) Church; 


Davidson Church Seeks Pastor 


The Rev. C. R. Pritchett, former pastor of the 
Davidson College Presbyterian Church, has accept- 
ed a call to the pastorate of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Anderson, S. C., it has been announced. 


The Rev. Samuel S$. Wiley, now in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., at the Signal Mountain Presbyterian 
Church, is the former pastor of the Anderson 
Church. A congregational meeting of the Davidson 
Church has been held to take steps toward selection 
of a new pastor. 


“Ordinarily a pulpit committee virtually chooses 
the next pastor of the church,” a report from the 
session says. ““The session intends to make recom- 
mendations to the congregation as to the method of 
procedure,” it said. 
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Hymnal Committee 
Wants Suggestions 


The members of the Joint Presbyterian Hymnal 
Committee representing the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., are actively engaged in compiling a list of 
hymns which should be in the joint hymnal. They 
are particularly anxious to include hymns that will 
fit the needs of the church, and to this end want 
to find out what hymns are actually in use. The 
committee also welcomes other comments and sug- 
gestions concerning any phase of the book which 
would help in making it more practical and usable. 


It is suggested that the minister appoint some 
one in the church (such as the Secretary or Director 
of Music) to make a list of hymns actually used 
in morning and evening worship during the past 
year, noting the frequency of use and the name of 
the book or books used for these worship services. 
It would also help the committee if the membership 
of the church is listed along with information 
whether the church is rural or urban. 


This list, along with any suggestions, should be 
mailed at the earliest possible date to Dr. Austin 
C. Lovelace, First Presbyterian Church, Greens- 
boro, N. C 


committee, 
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.. who will compile the results for the 


BOOKS 


THINKING AND SMILING, by Ralph S8tob, 
Baker. $1. Five chapters dealing with discussions 
concerning Grecian attitudes toward moral ques- 
tions, 





THE CHURCH IN COMMUNITY ACTION, 
by Harvey Seifert, Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.75. 
This volume is written to bring to every pastor, 
ministerial student, and lay reader a workable and 
over-all plan for community leadership. It points 
to the areas in which the local church can most 
effectively work. It offers a plan of action. It is 
practical and adaptable to the capacities and inter- 
ests of any rural or urban church—down to earth 
guidance that will help the men and women in 
every congregation become more effective workers 
for the Kingdom of God on earth. 





SAINTS ALIVE, by James R. Adair, Vankampen. 
$2. This book ecsalaee the reader to 22 living 
characters, 20 men and 2 women, some well known, 
others who are comparatively unknown. This vol- 
ume is a collection of down to earth readable stories 
about people who know Christ in a personal way, 
and are living and working for Him in their par- 
ticular stations in life. 


GOLDEN BOOKLET OF THE TRUE 
CHRISTIAN LIFE, by John Calvin, Baker. 
$1.50. Originally this little book was not a separate 
volume, but a part of Calvin’s Institutes. It was 
missing in the first edition. In the second, third, and 
fourth editions it was the 20th chapter under the 
title. “On the Christian Life.” These are the five 
chapters which were reprinted in Latin without 
Calvin’s knowledge, and which were soon published 
separately in Dutch. This booklet was purposely 
written in a simpler style than the other parts of 
the Institutes. Calvin directs himself in this work 
to mind, heart, and hand, for he is the first one to 
elaborate on the three offices of Christ. His presen- 
tation is intellectual, mystical, and practical. 





INTERPRETING THE NEW TESTA- 
MENT, by Archibald M. Hunter, Westminster. 
$2.50. The main purpose of this book is to set 
down the present state of New Testament studies, 
and to indicate to students of the Bible what the 
current trends are. The author mediates twentieth 
century findings for the average reader and reviews 
achievements of the past half century. The book 
will be of value to students and professors at sem- 
inaries who are interested in specialized studies on 
the New Testament. 


BUILDING CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
THROUGH EVANGELISM, by Dawson C. 
Bryan, Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2. Writing out of 
wide experience Dr. Bryan presents a program de- 
veloped with many other evangelistic leaders and 
proved in actual campaigns in thousands of churches 
—large and small, urban and rural and of many 
denominations, They are tested, workable, step-by- 
step plans whereby every pastor can lead his church 
in fulfilling more effectively and consistently its 
primary mission—evangelism. 





THE POCKET WILLIAM LAH, edited by 
Arthur W. Hopkinson, Westminster. $2. Here 
Arthur Hopkinson presents three works representa- 
tive of Law’s religion carefully abridged to pre- 
serve Law’s language and the force of his original 
thought while making them more available for 
present day readers. The “Treatise on Christian 
Perfection” emphasizes the authoritative demands 
of the Christian faith. The “Appeal to All That 
Doubt” presents a reasoned approach to the skep- 
tic. “The Spirit of Prayer’ shows the mystical 
strand in Law’s faith. There has been a recent re- 
vival of interest in William Law and his work. 
This volume will undoubtedly increase this interest. 





SEVEN WORDS, by Clovis G. Chappell, Abing- 
don-Cokesbury. $1. This volume is the 27th product 
from the pen of Dr. Chappell. It is given his best 
—his rare insight into human hearts, his sympa- 
thetic wisdom, his deep knowledge of Scripture, 
and his power to preach Christ in a way to grip 
men’s hearts. In each of the messages on the seven 
words from the Cross the author brings out the 
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meaningful truths of the crucifixion to present day 


men and women. 





OUR DAILY WALK, by F. B. Meyer, Zonder- 
an. $3.50. Here is the perfect gift book of daily 
devotional readings by one of whom it may truly 
be said that the world was his parish, and Christ 
was his life. Each day’s reading for the year is given 
a theme based upon a text of Scripture, and it pro- 
vides a concise exposition followed by a prayer. 
‘This volume is a veritable treasure-house of Chris- 
tion truth and inspiration. 





THE TREASURY OF QUIET TALKS, by 8. 
D. Gordon, Revell. $2.50. Here are nuggets of in- 
spiration for young and old culled from the writ- 
ings of S. D. Gordon. No effort has been spared to 
make this compilation most representative of Gor- 
don’s compelling message as set forth in his quiet 
talks series. Those who read this Treasury will be- 
come acquainted with a man whose spiritual insight 
penetrated to the heart of life, and whose oral and 
written ministry set into motion towering waves of 
influence which surged relentlessly in the human 
heart. 





CALLED OF GOD, by Gilbert L. Guffin, Revell. 
$1.75. Here is a presentation and an analysis of the 
qualities essential to making the methods of the min- 
istry adequate in these days of crisis. It is a challeng- 
ing book for ministers. The author entertains the 
conviction that ministers are more responsible for 
the spiritual well-being of the world than any other 
group or class. The future, therefore, depends in 
large measure on the quality of the minister today. 
The entire book is based on the Bible in the light 
of history and with a view to the needs of today. 





CONQUEROR IN CHAINS, by Donald G. 
Miller, Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.50. This volume 
sets forth the life of Saul, the tentmaker, a ruth- 
less and uncompromising persecutor of Christians 
who became a devoted apostle and witnessed for a 
risen Lord. It is presented in narrative form for 
older high school students and young adults. 





DO IT YOURSELF’, by Bernice Wells Carlson, 
A bingdon-Cokesbury. $2. This is a volume of tricks, 
stunts, and skits. Some of the 69 tricks and 72 
stunts can be worked out alone and then displayed 
to admiring parents and friends. Others are good 
for a group to use at home, club meetings, around 
a campfire, or on a program. More than one hun- 
dred amusing pictures make the book a delight to 
look at as well as to use. 





TREASURY OF DAVID, by Charles H. Spur- 
geon, Zondervan. $7.50—two volumes. These two 
volumes represent a condensation of Spurgeon’s fa- 
mous “Treasury of David.” Dr. Fuller states that 
this work is more than a mere commentary on the 
Psalms. He declares, “Truly it may be termed a 
theological anthology of the whole realm of Chris- 
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tian truth. All the great doctrines of God’s Word 
—the Resurrection, the Atonement, the second com- 
ing, etc.—are dwelt upon at length by the master 
minds of nearly every age since the first coming of 
Jesus Christ the Eternal Son of God by men whose 
giant intellects were dedicated to the one ruling 
passion of their lives, that of extolling the glory 
ind majesty of the sovereign God. 


The Christian reader will be happy to read the 
complete and satisfactory explanations offered con- 
cerning the imprecatory Psalms, There is in these 
condensed volumes a wealth of suggested material 
for sermons and popular addresses. When Spurgeon 
wrote his preface to this work, he stated, “The de 
lightful study of the Psalms has yielded me bound- 
less profit and ever growing pleasure.” The reader 
of these two volumes should be able to make the 
same comment, 





GOD-CENTERED LIVING, A symposium pre- 
pared under the sponsorship of the Calvinistic Ac- 
tion Committee, Baker. $3.50. This book faces the 
problems which confront the social-conscious Chris- 
tian in our generation. It helps him to solve this 
problem by indicating how Scriptural principles 
may be applied in the various spheres of everyday 
living. Each chapter is written by one who is ac- 
quainted by experience with the particular sphere 
about which he writes. 


The introduction was written by Dr. Clarence 
Bouma on “The Relevance of Calvinism for To- 
day.”’ Here Dr. Bouma states that, “Calvinism in 
distinction from other forms of orthodoxy is the 
most consistent interpretation of Christianity. It is 
more truly and consistently Biblical than any of 
these other forms. In that sense—but in that sense 
only—we may say that it is Christianity at its 
best.” 


The first part discusses “Calvinistic Action and 
the Church.” Part two deals with “Calvinistic Ac- 
tion and Education.” ‘The last part contributes 
something worthwhile on “Calvinistic Action and 
the Political and Social Spheres.’”’ The net con- 
clusion of this volume is that our pressing modern 
social problems can find their solution in the verities 
of the Word of God. 





ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE GALA- 
TIANS, by Martin Luther, Zondervan. $2.50. This 
is a new abridged translation of Luther’s famous 
work on “Galatians.” The translation is made by 
Dr. Theodore Graebner, Professor of Philosophy 
and New ‘Testament interpretation of Concordia 
Seminary. Professor Graebner has shortened the text 
and modernized the style—very successfully and 
with a loss of nothing that needed to be kept. 





THE APOCALYPSE, by J. A. Seiss, Zondervan. 
$4.95. Bible students will welcome the reissuance of 
this outstanding reprint classic. Few books on the 
Book of Revelation have had as wide a sale or as 
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effective ‘\e work is 


sane, sugvestive nd reverent. 


THE Si )F CHRIST, 
by Wilbur M. Smith, Wilde. $1.75. In this volume 


it is the author's desire to encourage people to ex- 


s 


ERNATURALNESS 


amine for thenselves the evidence of the superna- 
turalism of Christ. Dr. Smith sets forth the basic 
facts involved in the birth, the miraculous acts, and 
if Christ. Each chapter leads to 
nclusion that Christ is truly a super- 
1e Son sent by the Father to be the 


the resurrection 
the inevitable c 
natural Person, 


Saviour ol the world. 


SEVEN SAYING OF THE SATIOUR ON 
THE CROSS Irthur IT. Pink, Zondervan. 
$2. Dr. Pink is a talented expositor of the Scrip- 
tures. In a most interesting manner he deals with 
the seven sayings of our Lord on the Cross. He 
shows that these words reveal to us the purpose, the 
meaning, the sufferings, and the suMicieacy of the 
Saviour. This volume is marked by profundity, but 
at the same time, it is simple in presentation. It 
will certainly rank as one of the outstanding con- 
tributions on this subject. 





ASPECTS OF LIBERALISM, by L. Berkhof, 
Eerdmans. $2.50. Though many liberals have pro- 
nounced their faith dead after the events of the 
past decade, Professor Berkhof warns that these 
statements must be taken with a grain of salt. Liber- 
alism never had a creed. It was only a method after 
the manner of James and Dewey, not bound by ex- 
ternal authority. Altered circumstances have simply 
varied its course, somewhat as the Liberals adapt 
their method to the “new” situation. The method 
itself sows confusion in the complete relativity of 
the practical and personal religious knowledge ac- 
quired thereby. 

Professor Berkhof also warns us that the idea of 

ecumenicity without the historic creeds of the Chris- 
tian religion is dangerous movement. Chapter 
Two is on “Calvinism versus Modernism.” It deals 
in a penetrating manner with the cleavage between 
the Reformed Faith and present day Modernism. 
It concludes that Calvinism offers a more satisfy- 
ing faith, and adherents of the Reformed Faith 
should never yield one inch to the Modernistic 
movement, 
THE WINNING OF KAY SLADE, by Albert 
C. Wykoff, Zondervan. $2. Skillfully and prayer- 
fully, author Wykoff has woven a stirring and 
heartwarming message into this splendid novel. 
Readers will thrill to this authentic portrayal of 
what Christ can do in the life completely surrender- 
ed to Him. 





THE UNTOLD KOREA STORY, by Bob 
Zondervan. $1.25. The Lord is working 
mightily in Korea. This story of how He is ac- 


complishing His purpose there, will move you as 
} 1 


Pierce, 


you hav e never veen moved before. 
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Scriptures For Korea 

A shipment of 150,000 Korean New Testaments, 
supplied by the American Bible Society, has arrived 
in Korea, according to information sent by General 
James A. Van Fleet, Commanding General of the 
U.S. Army in Korea to Dr. Gilbert Darlington of 
the Bible Society. 


General Van Fleet has asked for 25,000 addi- 
tional copies of the Scripture; for the Korean mili- 
tory forces as well as for Testements for the Greek 

hting personnel, The Bible Society is forwarding 

ore than 50,000 Korean book:, containing the four 
Gospels and the Book of Acts. These have been 
specially prepared for the military in a convenient 
size and bound in flexible covers. The Society has 
also shipped 96,000 copies of the Sermon on the 
Mount in a Korean-English editicn 1,500 Korean 
Testaments and a supply of Greek ‘Testaments. 


Barnabas— 


A Friend Of Paul 


in his letter to the Colossians Paul made only one 
mention of Barnabas and that in his relationship 
to Mark. No doubt Paul was reminded of his 
friend each time he saw Mark, over whom he and 
Barnabas had once separated. Since then, Paul had 
found Mark to be profitable and in him must have 
seen a result of that characteristic of Barnabas 
which shaped his whole life—namely, living for 
others. Paul had special reason for remembering 
this, for at real danger to himself, Barnabas had 
befriended and sponsored Paul when all others 
failed him. Barnabas brought Paul into active ser- 
vice at Antioch and together they had experienced 
a happy, fruitful ministry. Both Paul and Mark 
owed him a debt of gratitude for his help and en- 
couragement. 


The story of Barnabas is told in a brief portion 
of Acts and a few references in Paul’s letters. Luke 
does not trace his career as he does that of Paul, 
and Barnabas left no writings whereby his life and 
teachings may be known. Enough is recorded, how 
ever, to show that he was a man of integrity, ability 
and of an unusual benevolent spirit—one who could 
be loved and trusted. Truly he deserved to be called 
by his friends, “our beloved Barnabas.” 


Scripture gives Barnabas the highest possible 
praise when he is called a “good man,” and quickly 
explains the source of that goodness, for he was 
“full of the Holy Ghost and of faith.” He was not 
a man who sought self-improvement from without, 
but one whose goodness came from within. There 
dwelt the Spirit, and the Spirit was in him because 
of his faith—he fully trusted the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Christians need to observe this truth today, when 
the term “good man” is so often lightly applied to 
anyone who is respectable. It must be borne in mind 
that true goodness is conditioned upon faith and the 
posesssion of the Spirit that creates goodness. 


14 





Being good himself, Barnabas was quick to recog- 
nize goodness in others. When a great number 
turned unto the Lord at Antioch, he saw the grace 
of God and not only rejoiced with these new con- 
verts but exhorted them “that with purpose of heart 
they would cleave unto the Lord.” He neither spoke 
of creeds, doctrines, leaders or organizations (all 
of which have their place) but of the one simple 
essential act of holding fast unto the Lord. This is 
ound advice for all Christians, especially today 
when so many distractions and “isms’’ tend to pull 
away from Him, who is the unshakable rock of out 
salvation. —Julia (Mrs. R. P.) Henderson. 


The Three-Fold Secret 
Of The Holy Spirit 
This is the title of a book which has been re- 
printed, due to popular demand. It was written by 
the great devotional writer, Dr. James H. Me 
Conkey and is issued by the Silver Publishing So- 


ciety, +23 Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


This book like all of Dr. McConkey’s writings is 
enriching to the devotional life. ‘Those who know 
‘The Three-fold Secret of the Holy Spirit” testify 
that it is one of the finest things ever written on the 
subject of the Holy Spirit. The book is divided into 
three parts: 


The Secret of His Incoming 
The Secret of His Fullness 
The Secret of His Constant Manifestation 


These chapters deal with the very simple themes 
of Union with Christ, Yielding to Christ, Abiding 
in Christ. The book is rich in illustrations that fix 
the truths in the mind. The message is simple, 
straightforward and practical. “The Three-fold 
Secret of the Holy Spirit” will form excellent back- 
ground material for teachers of this particular sub 
ject. All women will find the reading of this book 
a means of quickening interest in this year’s study 
of the Women of the Church. 

A singular thing about this publication is that it 
is made available without cost, however, the Silver 
Publishing Company is supported by voluntary of- 
ferings which make possible the issuing of this and 
other ieaflets by Dr. McConkey. “The Three-fold 
Secret of the Holy Spirit” is a booklet of 123 pages 
and would actually cost approximately 25c to issue. 
However, the message of this book is priceless and 
every reader will so profit by it that she will wish 
to circulate it among friends. It is one of those bits 
of literature that deals with the secret things of 
the inner life and points the way to new power for 
living and witnessing. Those who read this page 
are urged to procure, read, and share this message 
with others. It will prove to be one of the finest 
means of furthering interest in the intensive Bible 
study of the Women of the Church this year. The 
recent reprint of this excellent book makes it now 
available. When ordering we suggest you enclose 
at least a quarter to cover the cost of the book. 
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Crown Jewels 


I went digging in the Word 
today and stumbled on this 
diamond; an old, old one to 
many and one which I had 
seen before in a limited de- 
gree but today it shines with 
a new brilliance in my heart. 


It is difficult for the rich to 
he converted because they 
depend on their riches and 
so do not feel their need. 


God says: “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.” 
(Matt. 5:3). In Isaiah 66:2, 
He says: “But to this man 
will | look. even to him that 
is poor and of a contrite 
spirit, and trembleth at my 
word.” 


It is not the things of this 
world that make one either 
poor or rich. The person 
who becomes aware of the 
poverty of the human spirit 
is then becoming ripe for sal- 
vation for in desperation he 
turns to God and to such a 
one, “the poor in spirit,” 
“him that is poor and of a 
contrite spirit,” God is ready 
to give the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven through Jesus Christ His 
Son, the Saviour, Who shed 
His blood on the cross, dying 
for all men, meeting the 
judgment due to sin, fulfill- 
ing the law that sin brings 
death. He rose again in vic- 
tory over death and offers 
His resurrection life which is 
eternal, to all. 


This life is sufficient for all 
but comparatively few take 
it. And of those few, most 
have to be made utterly mis- 
erable in some way before 
they see their need and come 
to Christ. —K.L.H. 
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IN MAKING YOUR 
NEXT INVESTMENTS 


Consider These Advantages Of 
Our Annuity-Gifts: 


1. Security Of Principal And Income. 


Not a penny lost or a payment delayed in over fifty years of 
operation. 


2. Good Return. 
A guaranteed income for life, ranging from 21% to 7%, depend- 
ing on age of annuitant. 

3. Substantial Income Tax Savings. 
Both on the principal amount of your gift and on the income. 


1. A Gift To Foreign Missions. 


The principal amount will be used ultimately for Foreign Mission 


Work. 


today for full particulars regarding these and other advan- 
tages of our Annuity-Gift Plan. Address: 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
Boarp or WorLD Missions 
PreseyTerian CHuRCH IN THE Uniteo STATOS 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


“To Foretgu MUSssI0HKS a Share” 
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Shall We Liquidate 
The Southern Presbyterian Church? 


A. It is proposed that we ‘‘unite” with the 


Northern Presbyterian Church. 


This would not be union but absorption of 
our Church into an organization four times as 
large. 


B. It is proposed that we should “merge” 
with our Presbyterian brethren in the North as 
a great step towards the eventual great ecu- 
menical Church. 


This would not be merging but submerging 
of our Church into a great organization where 
our testimony and sectional problems would 
not receive the attention they deserve. 


C. It is argued that such a union is the duty 
and obligation of members of both churches. 


At the present time we co-operate with our 
Northern brethren in a number of enterprises, 
at home and abroad. But, we at the same time 
retain our separate identity and autonomy. 

D. It is argued that the proposed united 
Church would be more efficient. 


Actually, centralization of authority and 
power, particularly when the majority of 
those in control will be ignorant of and even 


hostile to some of our problems will work for 
inefficiency. 


E. It is argued that the united Church, be- 
cause of its size, will wield a greater influence 
in the nation and in the world. 


The influence of the Church has never de- 
pended primarily on numbers and organiza- 
tion but rather on spiritual power, and spir- 


itual power comes from unswerving loyalty to 
Christ and His Word. 


F. Who wants union? 


Primarily some of the ministers of the 
Church. But, the overwhelming majority of 
those in the pew would prefer that instead of 
this agitation our time, money and efforts be 
expended in preaching, teaching and living 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Further centraliza- 
tion of power does not appeal to the average 
church member as the wisest course. 


G. Would union aid the cause of Home and 
Foreign Missions? 


The opposite would be the case. Our for- 
eign missionaries and the work they do repre- 
sent the finest in missionary effort and states- 
manship in that department. A change in con- 
trol would greatly handicap that work, just as 
the uniting of the Northern and Southern 
Methodist Churches hurt the former work of 
the Southern Methodist Church. The same is 
true with reference to our own present work of 
church extension. Those who understand that 
work best should continue to direct it, but they 
will not if union comes. 


H. Give jus 
Northern 


} 
nurcnes. 


1e good reason for uniting the 


ust o7 
md Southern Presbyterian 


C 


There are none. 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION TO: 


The Continuing Church Committee 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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